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EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2023, 7:30PM, THE COFFEE TAVERN 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Parish Councillors: Cllr Mark Tomkins (vice-Chair), Cllr Adriano Cappella, Cllr Sue Cappella, 
Cllr Joan Conner, Cllr James O’Brien, Cllr Jo Secker, Cllr Richard Ball 

Members of Public: x4 
Others: CBC Ward Cllr Philip Spicer, Bedfordshire Police x3, Penny Pataky-Clerk/EPC, 

Heidi Head-Parish Clerk 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Due to Cllr Brewer’s absence, vice-Chair Cllr Tomkins presided as Chairperson over the meeting.  
 
(1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  

(1.1) Cllr Marie Brewer sent her apologies for absence. 
 
(2) SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

(2.1) No declarations were raised at this point of the meeting. 
 
(3) PUBLIC OPEN FORUM:  

(3.1)   Alan Hines addressed the Parish Council. He explained his connection with the parish and 
interest in becoming a Parish Councillor. It was put to the Parish Council that Alan Hines be co-
opted onto the council. Proposed, seconded, all agreed. The Parish Council welcomed Cllr Alan 
Hines to the table. 

 
(4) SIGNING OF MINUTES:  

(4.1) Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council, Monday 2nd October 2023 
It was proposed to unanimously accept the minutes. Proposed, seconded, all agreed. 
The Chairperson signed the minutes.  

 
(5) MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

(5.1) The Rye Gate: Closing mechanism ordered, waiting to be fitted. 
 
(6) REPRESENTATIVES 

(6.1) CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL (CBC): Ward Cllr Philip Spicer 
(1) Bus Stop: The proposed relocation of the bus stop to the bench was put to CBC, it has been 

approved, with planned works early 2024. 
(2) Match Funding: Cllr Spicer has received three applications for match funding. He still has 

some available funds and asks anyone interested to get in touch.  
(3) Village Poppies: It was nice to see the poppies displayed on the village lamp posts. 
(4) Highways:  

(i) Repairs to Wallace Drive have been carried out, Cllr Spicer to be speaking with CBC about 
getting the road surface dressed.  

(ii) Bower Lane/Triangle: Needs repair. 
(iii) Potholes – Honeywick: Need to be filled in. 
(iv) Greenways and Knights Close – road/parking improvements: Matter ongoing. 

(5) Rough Sleepers: There is a designated team at CBC who will be working with local groups. 
CBC is putting together a reporting process for people to make contact. 

(6) Drains:  
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(i) Drain cover – Totternhoe Road/Greenways: Matter reported a long time ago on Fix-My-
Street, no repair work has been carried out. Needs actioning. Cllr O’Brien to forward 
details to Cllr Spicer. All agreed. 

(ii) Blocked drains: Numerous blocked storm drains along the High Street needing clearing. 
(6.2) BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE:  
(1) No major issues have been reported in parish. 
(2) Incidents in School Lane – being monitored. 
(3) Reminder to parishioners, if non-emergency to report via web portal/on-line, quickest 

response time to get through. Phones lines can be busy. 
(4) If an incident is happening at point of call (serious risk of harm) to call emergency line 999. 
(5) Speeding through village – Cllr Tomkins to forward data collected from S.I.D.s to the police. 

All agreed. The police to confirm contact for sending data to be assessed. 
(6) The Parish Council noted an increase in the number of patrols within the parish, visibility 

important to parishioners, nice to see.  
(7) Parish Council concerns: The Rye car park and the bypass leading to Eaton Bray – being 

used as a racetrack, dirt bikes causing nuisance/speeding in the area. 
(7) PLANNING REPORT: 

(7.1) No matters to report. 
(7.2) No matters to report. 
(7.3) Planning Appeal 
(1) Appeal reference: APP/P0240/W/23/3314507 - Application reference: CB/22/01364/FULL 
Location: The Bungalow, Tring Road, Dunstable, LU6 2JU  
Proposal: Demolition of existing house/stable block. New 1.5 storey 5xbed/attached single 
storey garage.  
Comment: Noted.  

(7.4) Planning Applications 
(1) Planning Application – CB/23/01234 - 98 Totternhoe Road, Eaton Bray, LU6 2BD  
Proposal: A detached dwelling, two commercial workshop units, access drive. Demolition of 
existing buildings. 
Comment: No comment, subject to decision of Planning Officer. All agreed. 
(2) CB/23/03317 - Annex 2 at 110 The Rye, Eaton Bray, Dunstable, LU6 2BQ 
Proposal: Change of use of use from an existing residential annex to an individual dwelling. 
Comment: As per the Parish Council’s previous comments to this application, forward to CBC 
Planning on 21st August 2023. All agreed. 
(3) Planning Application Consultation: reference number - 23/02966/APP (Aylesbury Vale) 
Proposal: Change of use of existing vehicle service garage to retail convenience store including 
associated external alterations, plant equipment, parking, and servicing area at 2 Pebblemoor, 
Edlesborough, Bucks, LU6 2HZ (currently NMJ Service Centre). 
Comment: The Parish Council agreed not to comment on this application as it is within 
Buckinghamshire. However, the Parish Council encourage any local people who feel strongly 
about the application to submit an individual comment. All agreed. The representative from 
Edlesborough Parish Council [EPC] commented that it goes against their Neighbourhood Plan. 
There have been many comments regarding this application on social media and on the 
Buckinghamshire website raising concerns of the affect this application will have on local 
businesses and the Post Office. The comments raised by EPC were noted. 

 

(8)  BUSINESS MATTERS: 

(8.1) VILLAGE RECREATION GROUNDS:   
(1) Play Inspection Report: The report did not identify any significant problems.  
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(i) It was recommended there is a need for regular maintenance inspections. Cllr Cappella put 
forward prospective playground maintenance inspectors. The maintenance contract will be for 
£1000 per year (for all sites), which involves twice yearly maintenance inspections. The Parish 
Council to put spend into proposed budget for 2024-2025. All agreed. Cllr Cappella proposed 
that the Parish Council take on a playground inspector to conduct regular checks on the parish 
play equipment, seconded, all agreed. 
(ii) Broken play equipment:  
(a) weHopper – bolts sheared off, top section on ground. The clerk organised for the top section 

to be stored safely off site. Cllr Cappella/clerk to contact KOMPAN (equipment supplies) 
about this matter and repair of the unit. All agreed. 

(b) Spica unit -  worn bearings inside the unit. Cllr Cappella/Clerk to contact KOMPAN 
regarding warranty repair on this unit. All agreed. 

(iii) Concerns were raised regarding the weHopper. The damage to the bolts was obviously 
vandalism. Cllr Cappella to report this incident to the police.  

(iv) Zip wire – groundwork underneath need maintenance again. It was proposed that the length 
of the zip wire been replaced with hardwearing flooring to ensure the longevity of the 
groundworks. Quotation for the hardwearing flooring presented to the Parish Council. 
Proposed, seconded, all agreed to carry out works. Cllr Cappella/Clerk to action. 

(2) Additional seating: The Tennis Club responded, informing the Parish Council that they have 
decided not to contribute to the funding of additional picnic benches in School Lane recreation 
ground as they were concerned about youth behaviour. Matter on hold. It was proposed to 
continue with the installation of two benches at The Rye ground (locations agreed) – quotation 
for ground works and two benches £11,965 (inc. VAT). All agreed. Cllr Secker/Clerk to action. 
(3) School Lane: See minutes page 2031, item (8)(8.1)(ii)(iii). 

        (4) Holmans Field:  Cllr Tomkins to meet with the fencing contractor to agree access gate 
location.  All agreed. The installation of the fencing along the bank at Holman’s Field to 
commence w/c 6th November and will take around two weeks to complete. The existing railings 
to be moved to prevent access. All agreed. 

        (5) The Rye Ground:  
       (a) Noticeboard: Quotation for the noticeboard and installation costs presented to the Parish 

Council. Cllr O’Brien proposed this cost, seconded, all agreed. Cllr O’Brien/Clerk to action. 
        (b) Gym rig: The council has tried to remove the damaged rings from the gym equipment. Need 

special tool to do so. Cllr Cappella to look into this together with the play equipment 
maintenance inspections. All agreed. 

(8.2) BUSINESS MATTERS: 
(1) Mill End Close/Waterside:  Cllr Cappella spoke to river board [IDB], they are planning to start 
works end-November/December. Date to be confirmed. 
(2) Ground Maintenance Contract – Addendum: Additional cost for adding the Church 
Lane/Meads Allotment hedge to the current contract was presented to the Parish Council. 
Proposed, seconded, all agreed. Clerk to action. 
(3) War Memorial: Quotation presented to the Parish Council for the bespoke rails/hooks (x3) to 
be fitted at the base of the War Memorial for attaching wreaths. Cllr O’Brien proposed the 
works, seconded, all agreed. Cllr O’Brien to action. 
(4) Neighbourhood Plan: It was suggested that the Parish Council re-look at the current 
Neighbourhood Plan for Eaton Bray, potential new developments/infrastructure in the parish. It 
was recommended that a Neighbourhood Plan Working Group look at the current plan and 
present its findings to the council. All agreed. PC Agenda, December. 
(8.3) HIGHWAYS MATTERS: 
(1) V.A.S. signs: The S.I.D.s are up and running and collecting data regarding speed/times of 
vehicles in the parish. The data shows excessive speeding from several vehicles (vehicle 
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recorded doing 86mph at 1:15pm), majority along Totternhoe Road, less of an issue along 
Bower Lane.  The Parish Council have now captured two months of data, will continue for 
another month (data shows date, time, entry speed, exit speed, average speed) with the report 
being forwarded to the police to investigate further. All Parish Councillor to look at the S.I.D.s to 
understand how they work. All agreed. Cllr Tomkins to action. 
(2) The Rye: Concerns raised regarding fly-tipping in this location and the very poor state of the 
road surface. Cllr Spicer confirmed that the works to this road are weather dependent. The 
council tip at Thorn Turn now requires proof of ID and residency to use this facility. There are 
concerns that there will be an increase in fly-tipping. To be monitored. 
(8.4) VILLAGE ENHANCEMENTS/EVENTS:  
(1) Christmas Working Group:  
(i) Christmas Wreaths - Clerk has sent out sponsor emails.   
(ii) Brass Band – the Parish Council to look at holding a Brass Band/Carols night in the village. 
Date suggested 21st/22nd December. Recommended to have one location – The White Horse. All 
agreed. Clerk to action. 
(2) School Lane lighting: Cllr A. Cappella to put together a report regarding the lighting in the 
recreation ground. It was proposed that the Parish Council agree in principle to the installation 
of lighting in this location, seconded, all agreed. Quotation presented to the Parish Council for 
the environmental survey to be carried out. All agreed. Cllr A. Cappella to action. 
(8.5) TENDERS/QUOTATIONS:    
(1) Donation – Royal British Legions: 2x poppy wreaths. £100. All agreed. 
(2) Playground Maintenance Inspection: See minutes page 2031, item (8)(8.1)(1)(i) 
(3) Groundworks – School Lane/zip wire: See minutes page 2031, item (8)(8.1)(iii) 
(4) Environmental Survey – School Lane: See minutes page 2032, item (8)(8.4)(3) 

 
(9)   REPORTS: 

(9.1)  PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON:  
(9.1.1) Correspondence: 
(1) Email EB Tennis Club: Donation toward bench – for information. Noted.  
Overhanging trees - see minutes page 2033 , item (9)(9.3)(3). 
(2) Email from resident regarding riverbank. The Parish Council are waiting to hear from the 
river authority (IDB) confirming start date for improvement works. 
(3) Email from CBC – Mini woodlands. To investigate further. 
(4) Email from resident regarding the Christmas Brass Band. The Parish Council to consider one 
location for the Brass Band, checking availability for this event. 
(9.1.2) The Late Helen Chubb. The Parish Council wished to express their condolences to friends 
and family of ex-Parish Councillor, Helen Chubb. They wished to thank her for her contribution 
to the Parish Council and her work with the parish Defibrillator. She will be dearly missed. 
(9.2) PARISH CLERK:  
(9.2.1)   Parish Office Surgery: 
(1) Tuesday 10th October 2023 
(a) Looking to install a new flower tub on the Café Masala step. Agreed. 
(b) Cemetery raised flower bed – to consider more hardy plants in this location. Agreed. 
(9.2.2) Parish Clerk’s Report: 
(1) Car park barrier remotes – Cllr Ball to see if his contact is able to align these remotes with 

the current barrier. 
(2) Defibrillator: It was proposed that Cllr Tomkins be the point of contact for the parish 

Defibrillator. All agreed. 
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(9.3) PARISH AMENITIES/VENUES: 
(1) Cottage/The Coffee Tavern: It was recommended that a more detailed accounting record be 
put in place to ensure that any spend on The Coffee Tavern by the Trust and/or Parish Council is 
kept separate. CT Trust to put together a financial document clarifying the costs/responsibilities 
of the Parish Council and the CT Trust. Approved. 
(a) Carpet tiles – 1st floor meeting room: Cllr Conner obtaining quotations for the work to 
replace the original car tiles. To present samples and quote to the CT Trust.  
(b) The overflow pipe from the kitchen has been extended to the drain. 
(c) Bricks/Wall: Cllr A. Cappella to meet up with building contractors to look at work needed. To 
report findings to the CT Trust. Approved. 
(d) Toilet roof damaged, needs repair. Cllr A. Cappella to meet with the roofer. Approved. 
(e) The cottage boundary wall at the back of the garden is in poor repair, needs maintenance, 
together with the neighbouring boundary fence. To discuss at CT Trust meeting. 
(f)  The cottage path is in need of repair. CT Trust to go out for quotations. 
(2) Village Hall:  No matters arising. 
(3) Tennis Club: Cllr Cappella visited the tennis courts, there were no visible branches that 
needed cutting back. The Club is obviously entitled to cut back any overhanging branches from 
their courts should they find there is a need.  
(4) Cricket Club: No matters arising. 
(9.4) PARISH BURIAL GROUNDS: 
(1) Bower Lane Cemetery: No matters arising. 
(2) St. Mary’s Churchyard:  
(2.1) War Memorial: Work to the war memorial garden has been started. 
(9.5) PARISH ALLOTMENTS:   
(1) Holman’s Field: No matters arising, 
(2) The Meads Allotments: No matters arising. 
 

(10)  PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS:  
(10.1) Monthly Accounts 
(1) To resolve to pay October 2023 accounts: Proposed, seconded, all agreed. 
(2) Financial Working Group: meeting to be arranged. 
 

(11) PARISH COUNCIL REMINDERS: 
(1) Parish Council Open Office, The Coffee Tavern (ground floor) 

(1.1) Tuesday 14th November 2023, 10am-12noon.  
(1.2) Tuesday 12th December 2023, 10am-12noon. 

(2) Next Meeting: Parish Council Meeting, The Coffee Tavern (1st floor) 
(1) Monday 4th December 2023, from 7:30pm. 
(2) Monday 8th January 2024, from 7:30pm 

(3) Agenda items: Parish Councillors to forward any items for the next Parish Council Meeting 
to the Parish Clerk by Friday 24th November 2023.  

 

The Chairperson closed the meeting at: 22:00 hrs. 
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SIGNED FOR AND ON BEHALF OF EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

APPROVED – EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

SIGNATURE: 
 

PRINT NAME: 
 

DATE: 
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